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Glossary 
 

Amperage 

the strength of an electric current in amperes 

 

Breadboard 

to make an experimental arrangement of (as an electronic circuit 

or a mechanical system) to test feasibility 

 

Capacitor 

a device for storing electric charge -- called also a condenser 

 

Electromagnet 

a core of magnetic material (as soft iron) surrounded by a coil 

of wire through which an electric current is passed to magnetize 

the core  

 

Encode 

to change (as a body of information) from one system of 

communication into another; especially : to change (a message) 

into code 

 

Decode 

to change (as a secret message) from code into ordinary language 

 

H-Bridge 

an electronic circuit which enables a voltage to be applied 

across a load in either direction; often used in robotics and 

other applications to allow DC motors to run forwards and 

backwards 

 

Infrared 

being, relating to, producing, or using rays like light but lying 

outside the visible spectrum at its red end  

 

Integrated Circuit 

a tiny group of electronic devices and their connections that is 

produced in or on a small slice of material (such as silicon)  

 

Light Emitting Diode (LED) 

a semiconductor diode that emits light when conducting current 

 

Multimeter 

an instrument designed to measure electric current, voltage, and 

usually resistance, typically over several ranges of value 

 

Photoresistor 

a resistor whose resistance decreases with increasing incident 

light intensity; also known as a photoconductor or light 

dependent resistor 
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Piezoelectric Buzzer 

a sound generator using piezoelectric ceramics that oscillates 

due to its distorted outer shape when alternating voltage is 

applied; often used as a sound generating component, such as for 

an alarm sound in electronic equipment 

 

Piezoelectric Crystal 

a crystalline element used as a component in various electronic 

devices 

 

Potentiometer 

a variable resistor with a third adjustable terminal; the 

potential at the third terminal can be adjusted to give any 

fraction of the potential across the ends of the resistor 

 

Radio Frequency 

any of the electromagnetic wave frequencies between about 3 

kilohertz and 300 gigahertz that are used especially in radio and 

television transmission and in radar 

 

Resistor 

a device offering electrical resistance, lowering amperage 

 

Schematic 

of, relating to, or forming a scheme, plan, or diagram 

 

Solder 

a metal or a mixture of metals (as of lead and tin) used when 

melted to join metallic surfaces 

 

Transistor 

an electronic device that consists of a small block of a 

semiconductor (as germanium) with at least three electrodes and 

is used to control the flow of electricity in electronic 

equipment (as a radio or computer) 

 

Transmitter 
one that transmits; especially : a device that sends out radio or 

television signals 

 

Volt 

a unit of electrical potential difference and electromotive force 

equal to the difference in potential between two points in a 

conducting wire carrying a constant current of one ampere when 

the power used between these two points is equal to one watt 

 

Watt 

a unit of power equal to the work done at the rate of one joule 

per second 

 


